
Study Abroad 
Tuscany 2017 

Program Dates:  August 28-September 15 

Application Deadline:  April 7th (Deposit: $200 to be paid on acceptance) 

Program Fee: $2,420 

Program Summary 

 

Study Cultural Anthropology like an Anthropologist, through travel, engagement, and 

connection. 

Students will journey to Rome, Florence, and the Tuscan countryside, experiencing the culture of Italy 

through, food, art, religion, and ecology.   

This is a unique and enriching learning opportunity, to undertake a deep exploration of Roman and 

Tuscan culture, past and present. 

Italy has been a nexus of culture for thousands of years, and its rich, vibrant beauty thrives to this 

day.  Immerse yourself in the rich flavors and colors of this vibrant land and people, while earning 

Social Science Credit in Cultural Anthropology, with optional additional research credit in Diversity or 

Women’s Studies. 

Admission Eligibility 

To take part in this program you must meet the following requirements: 

 Have taken at least 12 credits at EdCC 

 Have at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA 

 Will be 18 years of age or older once the program begins 

Application Requirements 

To complete your application for this program please turn in the following materials to the Study 
Abroad Office, attn. Jesse Aspree, International Student Services. 

 The application form in this packet 

 A one-page personal essay explaining: why you would like to be a part of the exchange 
program and how you will relate your experience to your goals or career path 

 One  letter of recommendation (from an EdCC faculty member) that supports your desire to 
be a study abroad student 

 Your most recent unofficial transcript that states you have at least a 2.5 GPA, and have 
taken at least 12 credits through EdCC 

Upon acceptance into the Viva Italia program and receipt of the $200 deposit, students will receive an entrance 
code from Gem to register for Cultural Anthropology (ANTH 206), as well as the Independent Research Project, 
if you have chosen this option.  All participants must register for EdCC course credit. 
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Personal Information 

Last, First Name: __________________________________________ 

*Print name as it appears in your passport  

 

Passport # (if you have one):________________ Country of Citizenship: ____________ 

Date of Birth: _____________________ Student number: _______________________  

*Must be age 18 by program start date  

 

E-Mail Address: _______________________________ Telephone # :______________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________  

 

Parent(s)/ Spouse or other Local Emergency Contact  

Last, First Name: ____________________________________________  

Relationship to you: ___________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________  

Telephone: (Work) ______________________ (Mobile) ___________________  

E-mail:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Education 

Field of Study: ______________________ Cumulative GPA (2.5 or higher) __________ 

“I hereby certify that I have successfully completed at least 12 college credits of academic 

coursework with a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher.”  

Signature: __________________________________ Date: _________________ 
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~VIVA ITALIA~ 
 Study Abroad Program 
ROME and TUSCANY 

Cultural Anthropology Immersion Experience,  
with optional additional Social Justice Project 

 in Diversity or Women’s Studies. 
 

Edmonds Community College 
August- September 2017 (between summer quarter and fall quarter) 
5-10 credits 
Led by Gem Baldwin 
 
VIVA ITALIA ITINERARY: 
Live la dolce vita (the sweet life)… 
Prego! 
In this multi-regional, 17 day exploration of Italy, students will have the opportunity to experience Italian 
culture, and develop their understanding of art, religion, food, and ecology in current and historical 
contexts. Students will explore the importance of history and tradition to modern culture, and the unique 
balance between human life and the natural landscape of Italy, as seen, tasted, and felt in Rome and 
Tuscany. 
 
ROMA 
Students will begin in The Eternal City, Rome.  Here, we will have the opportunity to experience the beauty 
of ancient and modern society thriving side by side, with the objective of discovering and interpreting the 
strong connections to history that make Italy what it is today, as well as the continuing evolution of Italian 
Culture.  
Students will explore the ancient Catacombs de Priscilla, where at least 35,000 ancients were entombed 
beneath the streets of Rome, along with their most valued treasures and esteemed works of art.  Students 
will also have the opportunity to discover The Vatican, world capital of the Catholic Church, including its 
epicenter, St. Peter’s Cathedral.  Finally, “when in Rome,” students will have plenty of time to do what 
Italians do best- relax, eat, and enjoy the incredible richness of The Eternal City, truly one of the Magna 
Opera (masterpieces) of human civilization. 
 
POMPEII and POSITANO 
Immediately following our time in Rome, students will either have two free days for reflection and further 
exploration in Rome, or take the (recommended) optional trip to Pompeii and Positano. 
Pompeii is a cultural enthusiast’s dream. The city was completely destroyed by a volcanic eruption in the first 
century A.D. Although the eruption caused great destruction, it also created an unique opportunity to view an 
ancient culture frozen in time.  Explore the city to see what Italian, art, food, culture and religion were like 
thousands of years ago.  
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After our tour of Pompeii, we will take a train a train to the beautiful coastal village of Positano, where we will 
spend the rest of the day and the night.  Positano presents an excellent opportunity to observe the subtle but 
clear differences between mountain and coastal villages, as well as the continuity of Italia.  
 
TOSCANA 
After reconvening, departing Rome, students will embark on an eco-cultural tour of the Tuscan region, 
visiting picturesque hilltowns and vineyards, volunteering at a local vineyard, and receiving cooking 
lessons in the Tuscan tradition.  Students will experience first-hand the deep reverence Italians have for the 
land on which they live and grow their delicious food.  Students will experience healing and relaxation 
Italian Style with a therapeutic retreat to the healing waters of Terme di San Giovanni.  Everyday wellness is 
essential in Italy, and that is why hot springs, or Terme as they are called, are such a major part of Italian 
culture.  
 
FIRENZE 
For the final leg of the trip, we will be taking in the enchanting sights, sounds, and flavors of Florence.  
Florence, or Firenze, as it’s called in Italian, is widely known as the world capital city of the Renaissance, of 
Italian culture, and art.  Students will have the opportunity to participate in an effort to counter act the 
degrading impact of mega-tourism in Florence with a wonderful organization dedicated to keeping this city 
beautiful through structured volunteer clean ups.  This work, far from mundane, fosters a deeper connection 
to the city, the ambience, and the region. 
Students beware: you may just fall in love with Firenze: the breathtaking architecture, the rhythmic and 
mystical bells that fill the city at regular intervals throughout the day, and the mysterious, narrow, medieval 
streets… 
 
VIVA ITALIA Accommodations and Transportation:  
These will be chosen to maximize time, location and cost for students. Students should be prepared to travel 
lightly as they will be expected to take trains, buses, and shuttles, and share basic accommodations. Students 
with particular requests or needs will be accommodated if possible with advance notice. 
 
VIVA ITALIA Class Credit:  
All VIVA ITALIA Students will enroll in ANTH& 206: Cultural Anthropology, a 5 credit Social Science 
course that meets the Cultural Diversity requirement.  Students that are interested can engage in an 
additional creative or research project focused on a current social justice issue in Italy, and register for up to 
5 additional credits of Diversity Studies or Women’s Studies 155: Special Topics.  
The VIVA ITALIA Program will require two pre-trip meetings and readings in August, daily entries in a 
field journal while traveling, and a post-trip reflection project.  Additional 155 projects will be individually 
arranged.   
Course requirement: a laptop or other device for accessing Wi-Fi and writing while traveling. 
Cities and Villages: Rome, Florence, Dicomano, Cortona 
Optional: Pompeii and Positano . 

~Benvenuto~ 


