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Research requires reading what others have written on the subject you are studying. Whenever you use another person's work, whether it is to quote it exactly or even just to use its ideas, it is necessary to give credit to the authors by properly citing the information source you used. It is equally important for your readers to be able to understand what you are citing, who created it, where it came from and when it was published. You must identify the work by using a standard citation format. The following is the standard for the Modern Language Association (MLA). In this guide you will find the correct citation form for a variety of materials. These examples are based on the latest edition of the MLA Handbook: 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: Modern Language Association, 2009.
You might need to refer to the Handbook for additional examples as not every possible format can be included here. This MLA Handbook is available at the EdCC library Reference Desk or on our Library website at http://www.edcc.edu/library. When you cannot find a good example for your need, the librarian will be happy to help you. If that is not possible, the most important thing to remember is to be consistent in the way you present the information and include all of the elements necessary to identify it.  When in doubt about the citation format for a specific resource, you should always contact the instructor of the course. 
MLA Bibliographic Citations
Each source is usually identified by three key elements: the author's name, the title of the work, and the publication information. A period and a space follow each element. Additional elements such as series title, number of volumes or edition numbers might be required. 
The first line of each source starts at the left margin; the second and any succeeding lines are indented five spaces. Double-space within and between entries. 
Each source is listed separately and is arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. When a personal name is in the first position, last name precedes first name. When personal names are elsewhere in the citation, put the first name first (see example for books with more than one author). If no author’s name is shown on the publication, the title comes first. The title should be italicized followed by a period and a space.   
NEW!  Since a variety of formats are now being used and cited by students, MLA requires including the medium of the source (Ex: Print, Web, DVD, Videocassette, Television) in the citation.  In addition, MLA no longer requires including the URL (web address) of an online source. However, your individual instructors may want you to include a URL, depending on the assignment. Be sure to refer to your instructor's published materials.
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I.  PRINT BOOKS
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Author information is in first position with the last name first. Title information is in the second position unless no author is shown, in which case title is first. Publication information comes last. 
 Single author:
Stookey, Lorena Laura. Thematic Guide to World Mythology. Westport: Greenwood, 2004. Print.
 Two authors:
Beers, Burton F., and Rose Ann Mulford. The Vietnam War. Upper Saddle River: Globe Fearon, 1997. Print.
 Three authors: 
Venolin, Jean P., Georgio Cordini, and Joseph Hitchings. What Makes a Great Writer? Chicago: Hudson, 2004. Print.
 More than three authors:
Bailyn, Bernard, et al. Modern Pop Culture. Lexington: Heath, 2004. Print.
 Unknown author: (Begin with title information; include editor or translator if given) 
The Bible, a New Translation. Trans. James Moffatt. New York: Harper, 1954. Print.
 An edition other than the first edition:
Cree, Alice. Essays on Native American History. 2nd ed. Cactusville: Heritage, 1992. Print.

 Multi-volume work:
Beckwith, Carol and Angela Fisher. African Ceremonies. 2 vols. New York: Abrams, 1999. Print.  
 One piece or article from an anthology or a collection: 
Name the author of the specific piece; include the editor’s name after the title, as shown, and include the page numbers of the specific piece. 
Nye, Naomi Shihab. "Widening the Circle." Race, an Anthology in the First Person. Ed. Bart Schneider. New York: Crown, 1997. 36-40. Print.
II.  ELECTRONIC BOOKS (eBooks)
 Entire Online Book
Gunasekaran, Angappa, Omar Khalil, and Sayed Mahbubur Rahman, eds. Knowledge and Information Technology Management: Human and Social Perspectives. Hershey: New Ideas, 2000. Books 24x7. Web. 22 July 2008. 
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 Part of an Online Book







Kipling, Rudyard. “The Man Who Was.” The Short Story. Ed. Brander Matthews. New York: American Book Co., 1907. Bartleby.com: Great Books Online. Web. 29 July 2008. 
III.  ARTICLES IN PRINT AND ONLINE REFERNCE BOOKS
Citations formats for articles in print reference books will be slightly different from those in online reference books. In general, articles cited from online reference databases, such as Encyclopaedia Britannica Online or History Resource Center, should be followed by the name of the database (italicized), publisher, the medium (Web) and the date the article is accessed.  The web address (URL) is no longer required.
 General Encyclopedias: 
When citing widely used reference books, it is not necessary to include publication information. If the article is signed, give the author's name first. If the article is not signed, give the title first. 
Doumato, Eleanor Abdella. "Saudi Arabia." World Book Encyclopedia. 2004. Print.
 Subject Encyclopedias and Other Reference Books: 
With specialized reference works, include publication information: If the articles are in alphabetical order, it is not necessary to include the volume number or page numbers. If they are not in alphabetical order, include the page numbers and, if there is more than one volume, include the volume number. 
 Article from a multi-volume work in alphabetical order

 Wagner, Michelle. “Rwanda: Genocide, Aftermath of.” Encyclopedia of African History. Ed. Kevin Shillington. Vol. 3. New York: Fitzroy Dearborn, 2005. Print. 
 Article from a single-volume work in alphabetical order

Bynoe, Yvonne. “Queen Latifah.” Encyclopedia of Rap and Hip Hop Culture. Westport: Greenwood Press, 2006. Print.
 Article in a single-volume work not in alphabetical order: 
Malin, David. “Cave Photography.” Focal Encyclopedia of Photography. Ed. Michael R. Peres. 4th ed. Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2007. 523. Print.
 Article from a multi-volume work not in alphabetical order: 
Howard, Maurice. "Renaissance Style." Encyclopedia of Visual Art. Vol. 4. London: Encyclopædia Britannica, 1989. 641-658. 10 vols. Print.
 Article from an online Reference Book on a Library Database:
"Khoikhoin." Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 2004. Encyclopædia Britannica. Web. 24 Nov. 2008. 

Kareiva, P.M. "Systems Ecology." AccessScience: McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology Online. McGraw-Hill Co., Web. 22 Nov. 2008. 
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IV. PERIODICAL ARTICLES







There are essentially three ways of retrieving periodical articles, 1) by locating the actual hard copy of the publication, 2) by locating the publisher’s online version of the publication, and 3) by locating the article in an electronic database, such as ProQuest, Ethnic NewsWatch, eLibrary, etc. Regardless of which method you use, the publication information must be cited. Each citation must include author’s name (when shown), title of article, title of periodical, date of periodical and page numbers. The title of the article is in double-quotations and the title of the journal is italicized. Citations for journal articles should also include the volume number, issue number and year of publication. Citations for articles from magazines and newspapers do not need the volume or issue number but they do need the complete date. As with other materials, put the author's name first if it is given; if the author is not identified, put the title first.
 
Periodical Articles in Print Format: 
If you have the actual copy of the publication in your hand, cite the article's publication information, like this: 
 Articles in scholarly journals:  

Wernerfelt, Birgner. "Advertising Content When Brand Choice Is a Signal." Journal of Business 63.1 (1990): 91-8. Print.
 Articles in weekly magazines: 
Ernsberger, Richard. "The Euro and You: The Race Won by the Swift and the Strong." Newsweek 30 Nov. 1998: 42-46. Print.
 Articles in monthly magazines: 

Alford, Jeffrey. "Ap Nam? Kin Khao? Feeling at Home in Thai Kitchens." Eating Well Jan.-Feb. 2001: 44-55. Print.
 Newspaper Articles: 
Olson, Elizabeth. "Swiss Voters Turn Down Legalization of Narcotics." International Herald Tribune 30 Nov. 1998: A1. Print.
 Anonymous articles:
"Saddam's Republican Guards." Time  4 Feb. 1998: 24. Print.
 Editorials (in a newspaper or magazine):
Schmemann, Serge. "The World According to Gorbachev Disappears." Editorial. New York Times 8 Dec.1991: E3. Print.
 Periodical Articles from Web-Based Research Databases:
If you obtain an article by printing it from an electronic database, such as ProQuest or Ethnic NewsWatch, the citation will include the same information as the print but the citation also includes information about the database.  Here is the generic format, first for magazines, then for newspapers and scholarly journals: 
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 Magazine:
Author’s Last Name, First Name and Middle Initial. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine Day Month Year: Page Range (if known). Name of Database Collection (if known), Name of Database. Medium (Web). Day Month Year of Access. 
 Newspaper:

Author’s Last Name, First Name and Middle Initial. “Title of Article.” Title of Newspaper Day Month Year, edition: Page Range (if known). Name of Database Collection (if known). Name of Database. Medium (Web). Day Month Year of Access. 
 Journal:
Author’s Last Name, First Name and Middle Initial. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume Number and/or Issue Number (Year): Page Range. Name of Database Collection (if known). Name of Database. Publisher. Medium (Web). Day Month Year of Access. 
Examples from EdCC Library Databases 
 Magazine Article from eLibrary:
Couzin, Jennifer. "A Stem-cell Go-ahead." U.S. News & World Report 1 Feb 1999: 53.  eLibrary. ProQuest. Web. 13 May 2008. 
 Daily Newspaper Article from Ethnic NewsWatch: 
Joseph, George.  “A Sanyasi' Travels through Rural America.” India Abroad (New York ed.) 24 Sep. 2004: C5.  Ethnic NewsWatch. ProQuest, Web. 1 Oct. 2008.  
 Magazine Article from ProQuest: 
Klinkenborg, Verlyn. "Where the Other Half Lived." Mother Jones July-Aug. 2001: 54 – 57. ProQuest, Web. 30 Jul. 2008. 
 Scholarly Journal Article from ProQuest: 
(Note the difference in publication information from the magazine in the example above.  For a scholarly journal article, include the volume and number of the scholarly journal.  See the example below.)
Logue, Cal M. and Eugene F. Miller. “Communicative Interaction and Rhetorical Status in Harriet Ann Jacobs’ Slave Narrative.” Southern Communication Journal 63.3 (Spring 1998): 182+. ProQuest. Web. 23 Nov. 2008. 
V. GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
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Generally, you will not know the author of a government document.  When that is the case, cite the government agency that issued the work as the author.  State name of government first, followed by the agency's name. Abbreviate common words such as department (Dept.). Follow the guidelines in section 5.6.21 of the MLA Handbook if the work is not like the examples below.  For government documents found online, end the citation with the date of access.
United Nations. Feeding the World's Poor. New York: Taylor, 2000. 
United States. Cong. Joint Committee on Terrorism. Hearings. 81st Cong., 1st sess. 14 vols. Washington: GPO, 2001.
United States.  U.S. Department of Education. No Child Left Behind A Toolkit for Teachers. 2004. Web. 6 March 2007.
If the author is known, you can either begin the citation with the governmental agency, as in the examples above, and list the author’s name after the document title, preceded by the word “By” or an abbreviation, such as Ed., or you can begin the citation with the author’s name.  Either format is correct.
United States. U.S. Department of Justice.  Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency. 

Law Enforcement and Juvenile Crime.  By Howard N. Snyder. Dec. 2001. Web. 29 

June 2002
OR

Snyder, Howard N. Law Enforcement and Juvenile Crime. United States Department of 

Justice, Office of Juvenile Crime, Dec. 2001. Web. 29 June 2008. 
VI.  WORLD WIDE WEBSITES
When citing websites and the articles and pages within them, begin with the author, title of article or page within a website, title of website, publisher or sponsor, document date or date of the last revision, the medium (Web), and the date you accessed the web site.  If no publisher or sponsor is available, use the initials N.p.   If no date is available, use the initials n.d. 
 A Professional or Personal Site: 
Gilbert, Steve. Tattoos.com. Tattoos.com, 2004. Web. 24 Nov. 2008. 
 Entire Web Site:
HistoryLink.org. History Link, 2007. Web. 24 Sept. 2008. 
Hoover’s Online. Hoover’s, Inc., 2007. Web. 5 June 2008. 

 Page or Article within a Web Site (with author, no sponsor, no date):
Pasold, Lisa. “Paris Architecture Explained.” Paris Notes.  N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Sept. 2008.
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 Page or Article Within a Web Site (no author):
“Darfur Attacks Risk Aid Pullout.”  BBC. British Broadcasting Corporation, 24 Sept. 2007. Web. 25 Sept. 2008. 
 Article in a Newspaper Online:
Stout, David.  “Supreme Court to Hear Case on Voter ID Law.” New York Times.  New York Times, 25 Sept. 2007. Web. 25 Sept. 2008. 
 Article in an Online Magazine:
Yoffe, Emily.  “What Kids Like To Do Online.” Slate. Washington Post Company, 14 Sept. 2007. Web. 24 Sept. 2008. 
 Photograph, Painting, Sculpture:
Lawrence, Jacob. Revolt on the Amistad. National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC, 1989. Web. 25 July 2008.
Liebowitz, Annie.  Monument Valley. Brooklyn Museum, New York. 1993. Web. 8 Feb. 2008.
 Map:
“Africa Population Density.” Map. Perry-Castaneda Library Map Collection. University of Texas at Austin, 22 June 2007. Web. 10 Jan. 2008. 
VII.   PAMPHLETS
Treat a pamphlet as you would a book. 

Exercise & Eating Well: Create Healthy Habits Without Changing Your Whole Life. New Orleans: Syndistar, 2003. Print.
VIII. AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS
In general, citations for AV materials must include author (if available; if in doubt, put the title first), title, producing company and date. Other elements vary depending on the type of material, so follow the examples closely and keep referring to the MLA Handbook. 
 Television or Radio Program: 
In this example, "Cuba and Cocaine" is the name of the segment and Frontline is the name of the TV program. Notice that the name of the company producing the program (in this case, Documentary Consortium) is followed by the name of the network as well as the call letters and city of the local station (if any). 
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"Cuba and Cocaine."  Narr. Bill Moyers. Frontline. Documentary Consortium. PBS. WTVS, Miami. 18 Jan. 1990. Television.
 Music Recordings: 
Start with the name of either the composer or the performer. Then give the title of the recording, the performer (if not put first), the manufacturer, and the year. If the recording is not a CD, include ‘Audiocassette ‘ or ‘LP’ (phonograph record) before the manufacturer. 

 Performer and composer are the same or no composer shown: 
Lewiston, David. Fiestas of Peru: Music of the High Andes. CD. Nonesuch Records, 1995.  
 Composer and Performer: 
Guthrie, Woody. Pete Seeger Sings Woody Guthrie. Perf. Pete Seeger. Audiocassette. Folkways, 1968.
 Videos and DVD’s:
List title, director, form of media, distributor and year. Other items such as the writer, performers and producer aren’t required but may be inserted before the distributor. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dir. Denise Guyen. SVE Inc, 1988. DVD.
It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, and Thomas Mitchell. RKO, 1946. DVD. 
IX. INTERVIEWS
Begin with the name of the person interviewed. Enclose the title of the interview in quotation marks if it is part of a program or publication. If the interview is untitled, call it Interview.  If you are the interviewer, name the kind of interview conducted and the date, as shown below. 
Blair, Tony. Interview by David Dimbleby. Question Time. BBC 1. London. 6 Jul. 2004.

Kumar, Pranab. Personal  Interview. 20 Sept. 2004. 
 Interview found online:
McKay, John. Interview by Derek Wang. KUOW News. KUOW, Seattle, 15 March 2007. Radio. 24 April 2008.
MLA In-Text Citations
When quoting or paraphrasing another person’s words or ideas, you must give credit to that person. You can do this by listing her or her last name and the page number(s), if available, within the text of your paper.  This is called an in-text citation.  An in-text citation is in parenthesis at the end of the phrase or sentence(s) you are quoting or paraphrasing.  With a print source, an in-text citation will look like this:  (last name page number).   With a web site, where there is usually no page numbers, just list the author.

Below are some examples.  (See the MLA Handbook for more.)

When the author’s name is part of the text, list just the page number

Example: 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).



When the author’s name is not part of the text, list the name and page number

Example:

Romantic poetry is characterized by the “spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” (Wordsworth 263).

Full citation for the Bibliography or Works Cited page:

Wordsworth, William. The Complete Poetical Works of William Wordsworth. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1932. Print.



When using a web site, with no page number, list just the author’s name

Example:

The incident at Virginia Tech involved a greater number of deaths than any campus shooting in U.S. history (Johnson). 

Full citation for the Bibliography or Works Cited page:

Johnson, Alex. “Worst U.S. Shooting Ever Kills 33 on Va. Campus.”  MSNBC.  Microsoft, 16 April 2007. Web. 15 Jan. 2008. <http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id.18134671/>.  

When there is no author, use a short form of the title, followed by the page number

Example:

As of 2001, at least three hundred towns and municipalities had considered legislation regulating use of cell phones while driving ("Lawmakers" 2).


When there are two authors, list both names, followed by the page number

Example:

With research showing varying results, it is difficult to predict the extent to which the cochlear implant will make a significant difference for deaf children (Christiansen & Leigh 318).



When using an indirect quote, list the source you used, followed by the page number

Example:

Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as “social service centers, and they don’t do that well” (qtd. in Weisman 259).

Modified, with permission, from original created by Seattle Central Community College Library

25-Feb-11.  Examples from the OWL Online Writing Lab (http://owl.english.purdue.edu) and Shoreline Community Coll.
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